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CREATION OF REIMBURSEMENT POLICY 050 
(RP-050) INPATIENT READMISSIONS 
Reimbursement Policy 050 (Inpatient Readmissions) has been created to promote more effective and cost-
efficient health care through appropriate and safe hospital discharge of patients. This policy has been 
published as of September 30, 2019 and will be effective starting on December 2, 2019.  

Important: While the written policy is new to Highmark, Highmark has already implemented these guidelines. 
This policy is meant to give clear, written direction on how Highmark will handle inpatient readmissions.  

Guidelines for Commercial Providers 
Highmark does not separately reimburse you when a patient you had previously discharged is readmitted for 
inpatient care within three days of discharge if the Diagnosis Related Group (DRG) is the same or similar to 
the DRG of the previous inpatient admission.  

If the readmission is on the same day as the patient is discharged, you may submit one claim for both inpatient 
stays. However, if the readmission is not on the same day as the patient was discharged, you must submit two 
separate claims that will be reimbursed once for both stays. 

NOTE: This is based on three calendar days, not 72 hours. So, if you have a patient discharged on October 2 
at 10:00 AM, and the same patient is readmitted for inpatient care with a similar DRG on October 4 at 6:00 PM, 
you would submit two claims and be reimbursed for one inpatient stay. 

Guidelines for Medicare Advantage Providers 
Highmark does not separately reimburse you when a patient you had previously discharged is readmitted for 
inpatient care within seventy-two (72) hours of discharge if the DRG is the same or similar to the DRG of 
the previous inpatient admission. 

If the readmission is on the same day as the patient is discharged, you may submit one claim for both inpatient 
stays. However, if the readmission is not on the same day as the patient was discharged, you must submit two 
separate claims that will be reimbursed as one. 

Example: This is based on 72 hours. So, if you have a patient discharged on October 2 at 10:00 AM and the 
same patient is readmitted for inpatient care with a similar DRG on October 4 at 6:00 PM, you would submit 
two claims to be reimbursed separately. However, if the patient was readmitted at 8:00 AM, you would need to 
submit two different claims and be reimbursed once for both stays. 

Locate and Review RP-050 
As of September 30, 2019, you will be able to find RP-050 on the Provider Resource Center: 

• Click the Claims, Payment & Reimbursement tab
• Select Reimbursement




