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Policy History 
Date Activity 

01/01/2024 Provider Effective date 

11/15/2023 QI/UM Committee review 

11/15/2023 Annual Review:  No changes to clinical criteria.  Updated ‘Reference Sources’ section. 

01/01/2023 Provider Effective date 

11/16/2022 QI/UM Committee review 

11/16/2022 Annual Review:  No changes to clinical criteria.  Updated ‘Reference Sources’ section. 

02/21/2022 Provider Effective date 

11/17/2021 QI/UM Committee review 

11/17/2021 Annual Review:  No changes to clinical criteria.  Updated ‘Place of Service’ guideline 
and Reference Sources section. 

01/01/2021 Provider Effective Date 

11/18/2020 QI/UM Committee Review  

11/18/2020 Annual Review:  Updated prior authorization status and policy format. 

08/17/2020 Provider effective date 

06/17/2020 QI/UM Committee review 

01/22/2020 Initial policy developed 
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Disclaimer 
 
Highmark Wholecare℠ medical policy is intended to serve only as a general reference resource regarding 
coverage for the services described. This policy does not constitute medical advice and is not intended to 
govern or otherwise influence medical decisions.  
 
 

Policy Statement 
 
Highmark Wholecare℠ may provide coverage under the medical-surgical benefits of the Company’s 
Medicare products for medically necessary acupuncture treatment for chronic low back pain. 
Acupuncture for the treatment of fibromyalgia or osteoarthritis is still not considered reasonable and 
necessary and will remain non-covered.   
 
This policy is designed to address medical necessity guidelines that are appropriate for the majority of 
individuals with a particular disease, illness or condition. Each person’s unique clinical circumstances 
warrant individual consideration, based upon review of applicable medical records. 
 
 

Procedures 
 
1. Please review the specific National Coverage Determination (NCD), Local Coverage Determination 

(LCD), and/or Local Coverage Article (LCA) information, as well as other CMS sources, using the links 
below.   

 
2. Post-payment Audit Statement 

The medical record must include documentation that reflects the medical necessity criteria and is 
subject to audit by Highmark Wholecare℠ at any time pursuant to the terms of your provider 
agreement.  

 
3. Place of Service  

The proper place of service for acupuncture for chronic low back pain is outpatient.   
 
 

Coverage Determination and Links 
 
Highmark Wholecare℠ follows the coverage determinations made by CMS as outlined in either the NCD, 
or the state-specific LCD/LCA. 
 
CMS Link 

• CMS Website 
 
NCD/LCD Link 

• NCD: Acupuncture for Chronic Lower Back Pain (cLBP) (30.3.3) 
 
Article Links 

• MLN Matters Number: MM11755 

• Transmittal 10337 
 

https://www.cms.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/ncd-details.aspx?NCDId=373&ncdver=1&bc=AAAAIAAAAAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/MM11755.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/r10337cp.pdf
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Reference Sources 
 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). National Coverage Determination (NCD) Acupuncture 
for Chronic Lower Back Pain (cLBP) (30.3.3). Effective date January 21, 2020. Implementation date June 
24, 2020.  Accessed on October 30, 2023.  
 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). MLN Matters Number MM11755. Release date August 
27, 2020.  Accessed on October 30, 2023. 
 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Medicare Claims Processing Manual Transmittal 
10337.  August 27, 2020.  Accessed on October 30, 2023. 
 

 
Coding Requirements 
 
Procedure Codes 

CPT Code Description 

97810 Acupuncture, 1 or more needles; without electrical stimulation, initial 15 minutes of 
personal one-on-one contact with the patient 

97811 Acupuncture, 1 or more needles; without electrical stimulation, each additional 15 
minutes of personal one-on-one contact with the patient, with re-insertion of needle(s). 
(List separately in addition to code for primary procedure) 

97813 Acupuncture, 1 or more needles; with electrical stimulation, initial 15 minutes of personal 
one-on-one contact with the patient 

97814 Acupuncture, 1 or more needles; with electrical stimulation, each additional 15 minutes 
of personal one-on-one contact with the patient, with re-insertion of needle(s). (List 
separately in addition to code for primary procedure) 

20560 Needle insertion(s) without injection(s); 1 or 2 muscle(s)-Refer to NIA 

20561 Needle insertion(s) without injection(s); 3 or more muscles-Refer to NIA 

 
Note: Claims for acupuncture for the 1st through the 12th visit do not require the –KX modifier. Claims 
for acupuncture must include the –KX modifier for the 13th through the 20th service.    
 
 
Diagnosis Codes 

ICD-10 
Code 

Description 

M40.36 Flatback syndrome, lumbar region 

M40.37 Flatback syndrome, lumbosacral region 

M40.46 Postural lordosis, lumbar region 

M40.47 Postural lordosis, lumbosacral region 

M40.56 Lordosis, unspecified, lumbar region 

M40.57 Lordosis, unspecified, lumbosacral region 

M41.26 Other idiopathic scoliosis, lumbar region 

M41.27 Other idiopathic scoliosis, lumbosacral region 

M41.56 Other secondary scoliosis, lumbar region 

M41.57 Other secondary scoliosis, lumbosacral region 

M42.16 Adult onset osteochondrosis of spine, lumbar region 
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M42.17 Adult onset osteochondrosis of spine, lumbosacral region 

M43.06 Spondylolysis, lumbar region 

M43.07 Spondylolysis, lumbosacral region 

M43.16 Spondylolisthesis, lumbar region 

M43.17 Spondylolisthesis, lumbosacral region 

M43.26 Fusion of spine, lumbar region 

M43.27 Fusion of spine, lumbosacral region 

M43.5X6 Other recurrent vertebral dislocation, lumbar region 

M43.5X7 Other recurrent vertebral dislocation, lumbosacral region 

M43.8X6 Other specified deforming dorsopathies, lumbar region  

M43.8X7 Other specified deforming dorsopathies, lumbosacral region 

M47.16 Other spondylosis with myelopathy, lumbar region 

M47.26 Other spondylosis with radiculopathy, lumbar region 

M47.27 Other spondylosis with radiculopathy, lumbosacral region 

M47.816 Spondylosis without myelopathy or radiculopathy, lumbar region 

M47.817 Spondylosis without myelopathy or radiculopathy, lumbosacral region 

M47.896 Other spondylosis, lumbar region 

M47.897 Other spondylosis, lumbosacral region 

M48.061 Spinal stenosis, lumbar region without neurogenic claudication 

M48.062 Spinal stenosis, lumbar region with neurogenic claudication 

M48.07 Spinal stenosis, lumbosacral region 

M48.16 Ankylosing hyperostosis [Forestier], lumbar region  

M48.17 Ankylosing hyperostosis [Forestier], lumbosacral region  

M48.26 Kissing spine, lumbar region  

M48.27 Kissing spine, lumbosacral region 

M48.36 Traumatic spondylopathies, lumbar region 

M48.37 Traumatic spondylopathy, lumbosacral region  

M48.8X6 Other specified spondylopathies, lumbar region  

M48.8X7 Other specified spondylopathies, lumbosacral region  

M51.06 Intervertebral disc disorder with myelopathy, lumbar region 

M51.16 Intervertebral disc disorder with radiculopathy, lumbar region  

M51.17 Intervertebral disc disorder with radiculopathy, lumbosacral region  

M51.26 Other intervertebral disc displacement, lumbar region 

M51.27 Other intervertebral disc displacement, lumbosacral region 

M51.36 Other intervertebral disc degeneration, lumbar region 

M51.37 Other intervertebral disc degeneration, lumbosacral region 

M51.46 Schmorl’s nodes, lumbar region  

M51.47 Schmorl’s nodes, lumbosacral region 

M51.86 Other intervertebral disc disorder, lumbar region  

M51.87 Other intervertebral disc disorder, lumbosacral region 

M53.2X6 Spinal instabilities, lumbar region 

M53.2X7 Spinal instabilities, lumbosacral region 

M53.86 Other specified dorsopathies, lumbar region 

M53.87 Other specified dorsopathies, lumbosacral region 
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M54.16 Radiculopathy, lumbar region 

M54.17 Radiculopathy, lumbosacral region 

M54.31 Sciatica, right side 

M54.32 Sciatica, left side 

M54.41 Lumbago with sciatica, right side 

M54.42 Lumbago with sciatica, left side 

M54.5 Low back pain 

S32.000A Wedge compression fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed 
fracture 

S32.000B Wedge compression fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open 
fracture 

S32.000D Wedge compression fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with routine healing  

S32.000G Wedge compression fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with delayed healing 

S32.000K Wedge compression fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with nonunion 

S32.000S Wedge compression fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.001A Stable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.001B Stable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.001D Stable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with routine healing 

S32.001G Stable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with delayed healing 

S32.001K Stable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with nonunion 

S32.001S Stable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.002A Unstable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed 
fracture 

S32.002B Unstable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open 
fracture 

S32.002D Unstable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with routine healing 

S32.002G Unstable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with delayed healing 

S32.002K Unstable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with nonunion 

S32.002S Unstable burst fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.008A Other fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.008B Other fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.008D Other fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.008G Other fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.008K Other fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.008S Other fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, sequela 



 

Policy No. MP-094-MC-PA Page 6 of 12 

Confidential, Do Not Duplicate 

S32.009A Unspecified fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.009B Unspecified fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.009D Unspecified fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with routine healing 

S32.009G Unspecified fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with delayed healing. 

S32.009K Unspecified fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with nonunion 

S32.009S Unspecified fracture of unspecified lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.010A Wedge compression fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.010B Wedge compression fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.010D Wedge compression fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with routine healing 

S32.010G Wedge compression fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with delayed healing 

S32.010K Wedge compression fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with nonunion  

S32.010S Wedge compression fracture of first lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.011A Stable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.011B Stable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.011D Stable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.011G Stable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing  

S32.011K Stable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion  

S32.011S Stable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.012A Unstable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.012B Unstable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.012D Unstable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.012G Unstable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.012K Unstable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.012S Unstable burst fracture of first lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.018A Other fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.018B Other fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.018D Other fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with routine 
healing 

S32.018G Other fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with delayed 
healing 

S32.018K Other fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with nonunion 

S32.018S Other fracture of first lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.019A Unspecified fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.019B Unspecified fracture of first lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 



 

Policy No. MP-094-MC-PA Page 7 of 12 

Confidential, Do Not Duplicate 

S32.019D Unspecified fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.019G Unspecified fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.019K Unspecified fracture of first lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.019S Unspecified fracture of first lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.020A Wedge compression fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed 
fracture 

S32.020B Wedge compression fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open 
fracture 

S32.020D Wedge compression fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with routine healing  

S32.020G Wedge compression fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with delayed healing 

S32.020K Wedge compression fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with nonunion 

S32.020S Wedge compression fracture of second lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.021A Stable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.021B Stable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.021D Stable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.021G Stable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.021K Stable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion  

S32.021S Stable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.022A Unstable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.022B Unstable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.022D Unstable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with routine healing 

S32.022G Unstable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with delayed healing 

S32.022K Unstable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with nonunion  

S32.022S Unstable burst fracture of second lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.028A Other fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.028B Other fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.028D Other fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.028G Other fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.028K Other fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.028S Other fracture of second lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.029A Unspecified fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.029B Unspecified fracture of second lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture  
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S32.029D Unspecified fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.029G Unspecified fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing  

S32.029K Unspecified fracture of second lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.029S Unspecified fracture of second lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.030A Wedge compression fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed 
fracture 

S32.030B Wedge compression fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.030D Wedge compression fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with routine healing 

S32.030G Wedge compression fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with delayed healing 

S32.030K Wedge compression fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with nonunion 

S32.030S Wedge compression fracture of third lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.031A Stable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.031B Stable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.031D Stable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.031G Stable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.031K Stable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.031S Stable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.032A Unstable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.032B Unstable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.032D Unstable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.032G Unstable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.032K Unstable burst fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.032S Unstable burst fracture third lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.038A Other fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.038B Other fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.038D Other fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with routine 
healing 

S32.038G Other fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with delayed 
healing 

S32.038K Other fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.038S Other fracture of third lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.039A Unspecified fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.039B Unspecified fracture of third lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 
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S32.039D Unspecified fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.039G Unspecified fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.039K Unspecified fracture of third lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.039S Unspecified fracture of third lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.040A Wedge compression fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed 
fracture 

S32.040B Wedge compression fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open 
fracture 

S32.040D Wedge compression fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with routine healing 

S32.040G Wedge compression fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with delayed healing 

S32.040K Wedge compression fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for 
fracture with nonunion 

S32.040S Wedge compression fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.041A Stable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.041B Stable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.041D Stable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.041G Stable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.041K Stable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.041S Stable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.042A Unstable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.042B Unstable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.042D Unstable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with routine healing 

S32.042G Unstable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with delayed healing 

S32.042K Unstable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with nonunion 

S32.042S Unstable burst fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.048A Other fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.048B Other fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.048D Other fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with routine 
healing 

S32.048G Other fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.048K Other fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.048S Other fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.049A Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.049B Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 
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S32.049D Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.049G Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.049K Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.049S Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.050A Wedge compression fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed 
fracture 

S32.050B Wedge compression fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.050D Wedge compression fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with routine healing 

S32.050G Wedge compression fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with delayed healing 

S32.050K Wedge compression fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture 
with nonunion 

S32.050S Wedge compression fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.051A Stable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.051B Stable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.051D Stable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.051G Stable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, , subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.051K Stable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, , subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.051S Stable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.052A Unstable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.052B Unstable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.052D Unstable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 

S32.052G Unstable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, , subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.052K Unstable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, , subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion 

S32.052S Unstable burst fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.058A Other fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.058B Other fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.058D Other fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with routine 
healing 

S32.058G Other fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with delayed 
healing 

S32.058K Other fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with nonunion 

S32.058S Other fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S32.059A Unspecified fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for closed fracture 

S32.059B Unspecified fracture of fifth lumbar vertebra, initial encounter for open fracture 

S32.059D Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
routine healing 
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S32.059G Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
delayed healing 

S32.059K Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter for fracture with 
nonunion healing 

S32.059S Unspecified fracture of fourth lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.0XXA Traumatic rupture of fifth lumbar vertebral disc, initial encounter 

S33.0XXD Traumatic rupture of fifth lumbar vertebral disc, subsequent encounter 

S33.0XXS Traumatic rupture of fifth lumbar vertebral disc, sequela 

S33.100A Subluxation of unspecified lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.100D Subluxation of unspecified lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.100S Subluxation of unspecified lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.110A Subluxation of L1/L2 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.110D Subluxation of L1/L2 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.110S Subluxation of L1/L2 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.111A Dislocation of L1/L2 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.111D Dislocation of L1/L2 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.111S Dislocation of L1/L2 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.120A Subluxation of L2/L3 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.120D Subluxation of L2/L3 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.120S Subluxation of L2/L3 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.121A Dislocation of L2/L3 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.121D Dislocation of L2/L3 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.121S Dislocation of L2/L3 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.130A Subluxation of L3/L4 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.130D Subluxation of L3/L4 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.130S Subluxation of L3/L4 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.131A Dislocation of L3/L4 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.131D Dislocation of L3/L4 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.131S Dislocation of L3/L4 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.140A Subluxation of L4/L5 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.140D Subluxation of L4/L5 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.140S Subluxation of L4/L5 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.141A Dislocation of L4/L5 lumbar vertebra, initial encounter 

S33.141D Dislocation of L4/L5 lumbar vertebra, subsequent encounter 

S33.141S Dislocation of L4/L5 lumbar vertebra, sequela 

S33.5XXA Sprain of ligaments of lumbar spine, initial encounter 

S33.5XXD Sprain of ligaments of lumbar spine, subsequent encounter 

S33.5XXS Sprain of ligaments of lumbar spine, sequela 

S33.6XXA Sprain of sacroiliac joint, initial encounter 

S33.6XXD Sprain of sacroiliac joint, subsequent encounter 

S33.6XXS Sprain of sacroiliac joint, sequela 

S34.21XA Injury of nerve rout lumbar spine, initial encounter  

S34.21XD Injury of nerve rout lumbar spine, subsequent encounter  

S34.21XS Injury of nerve rout lumbar spine, sequela 

S34.22XA Injury of nerve rout sacral spine, initial encounter  



 

Policy No. MP-094-MC-PA Page 12 of 12 

Confidential, Do Not Duplicate 

S34.22XD Injury of nerve rout sacral spine, subsequent encounter  

S34.22XS Injury of nerve rout sacral spine, sequela 

S39.002A Unspecified injury of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, initial encounter 

S39.002D Unspecified injury of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, subsequent encounter 

S39.002S Unspecified injury of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, sequela 

S39.012A Strain of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, initial encounter 

S39.012D Strain of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, subsequent encounter 

S39.012S Strain of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, sequela 

S39.022A Laceration of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, initial encounter 

S39.022D Laceration of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, subsequent encounter 

S39.022S Laceration of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, sequela 

S39.092A Other injury of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, initial encounter 

S39.092D Other injury of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, subsequent encounter 

S39.092S Other injury of muscle, fascia and tendon of lower back, sequela 

 
 
Reimbursement  
Participating facilities will be reimbursed per their Highmark Wholecare℠ contract. 
 
 


